
 
 

 
LEESTON LEARNERS - Legends in the Making 
 
Ko nga akonga o He Puna Karumata 
He rangatira mo apopo 
 
Thursday 15th October 2026 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Ko e ʻumuʻimuʻa ʻe ʻuli e tāpangai 
“In unity, there is beauty and harmony” 

 
 
Tena koutou  

Welcome back for our final school term, and a special mihi to all our new families who have joined us this 
term!  I hope you all enjoyed a well-deserved break and are feeling refreshed for another busy and 
exciting term ahead.  Term 4 is always a busy energy filled term, as we wrap up the school year with 
learning, celebrations, and special events.  

It is lovely to be back at Leeston after taking my sabbatical leave last term.  My grateful thanks to Mr 
Paton for stepping into the principal role in my absence and leading the school so capably.  Thank you 
also to Ms Davison, Acting DP, and to all our amazing staff for supporting Dean and each other 
throughout the term.  It was very reassuring to know that school was in such capable hands.   
 
We are currently practising for our upcoming Athletics Day in week 3 and we are looking forward to 
another great opportunity for students to challenge themselves, support one another, and have fun 
together.  I look forward to connecting with many of you there, and again at our EAST club event later 
that week!  
 
Nga mihi nui 
Lynda Taylor 
Principal 
 



 

 
WELCOME TO OUR SCHOOL 

Sophia Hazelwood, Bianca Fenemor, Hayley Gargett, Gage Seymor, Millie Morris, William Morris 
 
PTA CALENDAR ARTWORK 
All children will bring home their order form with their own unique code to place an order.  Please place 
your orders online by Monday 19th October.  Prices are on the order form and examples of the products 
are displayed in the office should you wish to look at them prior to ordering. 
 
HEALTH EDUCATION 
On Wednesday 21 October (week 2, term 4) we will be holding a health meeting to discuss some aspects 
of the Personal Health and Physical Development curriculum. Every two years we need to consult with 
the community and ensure we are meeting the needs of the children. During term 4 students will gain 
some knowledge and understanding relating to physical health and development. Students learn about 
body 
parts, pubertal changes, and physical development. Each syndicate will present an overview of what is 
being taught. We will also have a health questionnaire which can be filled out by parents. We will also 
email the questionnaire out to parents. 
 

Health Education Meeting 
 

When: Wednesday 21 October (week 2, term 4) 
Where: Leeston School Staffroom 

 
Time: 6.30pm 

 
Parents and guardians are welcome. 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

BAKERS MIXED BERRY JAM FUNDRAISER 
Thank you to a member of the BOT for organising a delivery of Barkers mixed berry jam 
so the PTA can raise funds for the school. Each squeezable bottle will be sold for $4 
each. You can purchase the jam on the MyKindo app.  
Thanks for your support for our tamariki.  

 

 

SUN HATS AND SUNSCREEN 

Hats must cover the face, ears and neck (no caps) and are compulsory in term 1 and 4 - children that do 

not have a hat will be asked to play in the shade under a tree during break times. Hats are to be in plain 

blue or red with no advertising or logo labels.  Please remember to NAME your school hat. Hats are 

available to purchase through NZ Uniforms - https://www.nzuniforms.com 

 

Please ensure you apply sunscreen to your child before they come to school.  There are two sunscreen 

stations at school so children can re-apply sunscreen prior to going outside during the day if needed.  

These stations are located outside the junior block and another outside Mrs Taylor's office. 

COMMUNITY SAFETY REMINDER: BIKES & SCOOTERS 
High Street businesses have noticed a few close calls recently with children riding quickly along 
footpaths outside shop fronts. Please chat with your children about slowing down around 
pedestrians, riding carefully in busy areas, and dismounting their bikes or scooters before using 
pedestrian crossings. We appreciate your support in keeping our streets safe for everyone! 

HELP REQUIRED FOR SWIMMING POOL DURING THE COMING SEASON  
We will require a minimum of six helpers who, in exchange for your time  will receive a free pool key for 
the season.  Ideally it requires 2 helpers each shift, rostered weekly (six weeks apart) in the evenings to 
put the vacuum cleaner in the pool and put the cover on each night.  During the holiday period the covers 
would also need to be removed each morning.  This generally takes about ten minutes, and training will 
be provided. This is for the duration of the swimming season (November - March).  If you have any 
questions or are able to help please email Megan at admin@leeston.school.nz.  Without this assistance, 
the pool will be unable to be open outside of school hours.  We would really appreciate your offers of 
help. 
 

SCHOLASTIC BOOKS 

Issue 7 of the Scholastic Lucky Book Club is now available. Book online with the current issue 
number  7 – www.my book club.scholastic.co.nz. Orders close 3pm, Thursday 22nd October..  

 
ATTENDANCE 

We are continuing to focus on student attendance this term.  

If a student misses one day of school every two weeks, they miss more than a whole year of school by 16 

years of age. As a parent or caregiver, you, alongside our school, play a key role in building strong habits 

of regular school attendance. 

All students are legally required to attend school every day and it is a shared responsibility to make sure 

students attend and engage in learning from when they first start school.  

https://www.nzuniforms.com/
mailto:admin@leeston.school.nz


 

You must let the school know if your child is going to be absent or intends to be absent for a portion of 
the school term for whatever reason, like a tangi or medical procedure.  Family holidays or taking time off 
for extracurricular activities (not organised by school) are not acceptable reasons for being absent. 
 
Knowing if your child is well enough to go to school can be tricky. If you are still unsure, get in touch with 
us and let’s work together to support your learner. 
 
If you're struggling at home with getting your child to school, talk to us.  

If you are finding it hard to get your child to school, please talk with us so we can work together. Our 

school is committed to supporting your child to attend school.  

Our school continues to build a culture that fosters attendance every day by having: 

● School staff who have strong relationships with students and family. 
● A school culture that recognises your child and your family for who you are, where you come from 

and what you value. 

● A school whānau that takes all practical steps to make sure your child is at school and progressing 

in their learning. 

● A school that is safe and welcoming for everyone in our school community. 

If you have any attendance queries and issues, please contact us so we can work together. 

 
SWIMMING POOL CLEANING 

We greatly appreciate the time and effort put in by the Leeston Volunteer Fire Brigade, with a special 
thanks to the Long family and Heidi McMaster for their dedication to helping to empty and cleaning our 
school pool in the holidays.  Your support means a lot to our school community – roll on summer, we 
can’t wait for the pool to open! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
LEESTON SCHOOL CAR SHOW 
Thank you to everyone who came out last Sunday for our car show. It was a fantastic day with amazing 
weather!  Thank you to Darfield Collision Centre for sponsoring the event. We raised $1800 towards our 
fundraising for Leeston School. 

 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
Refer to our website for further term updates 

 

 
 
 
 

16 October Yr 6 & EC Wellbeing TBC 
Whole School Assembly Waitatari - 11.30am All Welcome 
Te Whare Mauri Ora afternoon 1.15pm - 2.45pm 
 

19 October BOT Meeting 6pm 

21 October Long Distance Run 
Health Meeting  6.30pm  

22 October Year 6 Conference  

26 October Labour Day 

27 October School Athletics 

28 October EAST Club 

29 October pp Athletics 
Newsletter 

30 October  Whole School Assembly Waiwhio -  11.30am All Welcome 

2 - 6 November WOW Week 

3 November Cohort School Visits 
Zone Athletics 

4 November Choir Practise (am) and Choir Festival Town Hall (pm) 

5 November pp Zone Athletics 

9 November BOT Mtg 6pm 

10 November Junior Run Jump Throw 
PTA Meeting 7pm 

12 November Children’s University Graduation 5pm - 7.15pm 
Newsletter 

13 November Canterbury Show Day 

16 November Cohort Entry 

19 November Waitātari Quail Island 

23 November 2027 Leaders Speeches 

24 November Year 6 visit to Ellesmere College 

25 November Canty Athletics 

26 November Year 6 Leavers Dinner 
Newsletter 



 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

  
Dairy Women's Network - PiLattes Rolleston  
A great opportunity to get off farm for an hour, get a short work out in and have some social time   

Pi-Lattes Rolleston - Dairy Women's Network 
 

    

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.dwn.co.nz_events_pi-2Dlattes-2Drolleston-2Dnorth-2Dcanterbury_&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=6lRuU-5zLH3LKICX6s8-SxdwVhEDJAA92QeLIyaPiCY&m=M8ziwhjQaochvAbZ69HsDRQFb8FmjCvZd3uh1GnpTtNLC1QIFy9dZ_SdBoYzQqZX&s=mXpQNwN_B4bBXWp50OfvQr8WuXYgpFL-pB2ZdFsAH7E&e=


 



 

 
 


